CEPI: Driving Progress Towards Epidemic Preparedness And Response.
The Coalition of Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI) was formed in the aftermath of the 2014-15 Ebola outbreak in west Africa to support the development of vaccines that could improve the world's preparedness against outbreaks of epidemic infectious diseases. Since its launch in 2017, CEPI has mobilised over US$ 750 million to support its mission to develop vaccines against agents such as Lassa Virus, Middle East Respiratory Syndrome coronavirus, and Nipah Virus, as well as several rapid response vaccine platforms to accelerate response times to unexpected epidemic threats. CEPI has also played a leading role in fostering institutional partnerships between public-sector and private-sector organisations to optimise allocation of resources for vaccine development against its priority pathogens. CEPI's priorities include diversification of its current vaccine research and development investment portfolio to include additional pathogens, such as Rift Valley Fever and Chikungunya; establishment of technical and regulatory pathways for vaccine development across CEPI's portfolio; development of sustainable manufacturing solutions for vaccine candidates nearing completion of safety and immunogenicity testing in humans; and creation of investigational stockpiles of its vaccine candidates for use in emergency situations. This commentary provides an overview of the global health challenges CEPI was established to address, its achievements to date, and indicates priorities for funding and coordination in the coming years.